FAITH FACT ORFICTION
Questions Raised by The DaVinci Code
Part 1 —Which Bible
Dr. Robert Soan

“These are ... the Nag Hammadi and Dead Sea Scrolls ... The earliest Christian records. Troublingly, they do not match up with the
gospelsin the Bible.” — Da Vinci Code, 245-46

WHAT DOESTHE DAVINCI CODE CLAIM?
“All descriptions of artwork, architecture, documents, and secret ritualsin this novel are accurate.” The DaVinci Code, page 1
“The Bibleisaproduct of man...not of God.”

“More than 80 gospels were considered for the New Testament, and yet only arelative few were chosen for inclusion — Matthew,
Mark, Luke, and John among them.” Leigh Teabing (p. 231)

“The Bible as we know it today, was collated by the pagan Roman emperor Constantine the Great.” Leigh Teabing Da Vinci
Code, 231

“Fortunately for historians ... some of the gospels that Constantine attempted to eradicate managed to survive. The Dead Sea Scrolls
were found in the 1950s hidden in a cave near Qumran in the Judean desert. And, of course, the Coptic Scrollsin 1945 at Nag
Hammadi. In addition to telling the true Grail story, these documents speak of Christ’s ministry in very human terms.” — Da Vinci
Code, 234.

“The scrolls highlight glaring historical discrepancies and fabrications, clearly confirming that the modern Bible was compiled and
edited by men who possessed a political agenda— to promote the divinity of the man Jesus and use His influence to solidify their
own power base.” — Da Vinci Code, 234

“... the early Church needed to convince the world that a mortal prophet Jesus was adivine being. Therefore, any gospels that
described earthly aspects of Jesus' life had to be omitted from the Bible.” — Da Vinci Code, 244

“These are ... the Nag Hammadi and Dead Sea Scrolls ... The earliest Christian records. Troublingly, they do not match up with the
gospelsin the Bible.” — Da Vinci Code, 245-46



|. WHAT ABOUT THE OTHER GOSPEL S?

A. TheDead Sea Scrolls
The Dead Sea Scrollswere initialy found in 1948. They are all Old Testament not New Testament. Actually verify the OT
being the oldest complete manuscripts of many books ever found. (In addition to every book of the Old Testament except
Esther, the DSS contain many documents from the Essene Community) The majority of the scrolls were written in the first
century BC, afew 2™ century BC and also afew early first century AD.!

B. TheNag Hammadi Papyri — 2" century +

12 books were discovered in 1945 by 2 peasant brothers near Nag Hammadi, Egypt. These books are called the Nag Hammadi Library. The
books were hidden in a sealed jar. They were taken to a priest's home for safety because of a blood vengeance. The Department of Antiquities
took the books. They are now preserved in the Coptic Museum in Cairo, Egypt. The most famous book uncovered was the Gospel of Thomas.

52 Texts were contained in the 12 ooks, including 5 Gospels: Gospels of Thomas, Philip, Truth,

C. TheJudas Gospel — 3" century
"The manuscript tells us nothing about the historical Jesus or the historical Judas,” said Ben Witherington 111, professor of New Testament
interpretation at Asbury Theological Seminary in Wilmore, Ky. "It tells us alot about a group that were labeled heretics in their own day."
Scholars on all sides agree that the text was probably produced by a scribe in a Gnostic community of Cainites — early Christians who
regarded the traditiona villains of the Bible, including Cain and Judas, as heroes.
"Thereis no evidence that any of these documents ever represented mainstream Christianity,” Professor Witherington said. "The Cainites
were always on the fringes of their own movement."
He said that unlike the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, which were written in Christianity®first century, Gnostic works were
produced in the second century and afterward. To say that the Gospel of Judas reveals anything factual about Judas, Dr. Witherington said,
"is like saying a document written 150 years after George Washington died tells us the inside truth about George Washington."?

! Dead Sea Scrolls, A New Translation, Wise, Abegg, Cook, Harper Collins, 1996, p.15
2 Document Is Genuine, but Is Its Story True?, Laurie Goodstein, New Y ork Times, April 7, 2006



D. Gnostic Teachings
The term, gnostic, comes from the Greek word, gnosis, meaning knowledge. Gnostics said that Jesus gave
certain secret knowledge to various people--who differed from one gnostic group to another. This secret
knowledge, it was taught, gave those who learned it specia insight or special wisdom not possessed by
others. Additionally, they believed that:

*Salvation comes through secret, esoteric knowledge.

*Reality consists of matter (which isevil) and spirit (which is good).

*The supreme God was completely spirit.

*This God propagated other deities (aeons).

*One of these deities gave birth to an imperfect divine being.

*Thisimperfect being captured the mother deity and imprisoned her in human bodies.
*Some humans have a divine spark within them.

eLiberation of this spark is achieved through secret knowledge.

*This knowledge can only come from adivine emissary (Christ, in some gnostic systems).

The Son is the Cosmic Serpent, who freed Eve from the power of the rule of Hyle (matter). The universe they symbolized by atriangle
enclosed in acircle.

Traine remarks with justice: "Anyone who reads the teachings of the Gnostics breathes in an atmosphere of fever and fancies himself in a
hospital, amongst delirious patients, who are lost in gazing at their own teeming thought and who fix their lustrous eyes on empty space”
(Essais de crit. et d®istoire, Paris, 1904).

Il. WHAT ABOUT THE NEW TESTAMENT?
(2Tim3:16 NIV) All Sriptureis God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,

How can wetest the New Testament?

In his definitivework, Introduction to Research in English Literary History, Professor Charles Sanders explainsthreebasic principles
invalved in evaluating therdiability of historical documents (p.143 ff.). They arethebibliographic test (havetheoriginal manuscripts
been handed down faithfully?), theinternal evidencetest (what the books tdl us about themsdves) and the external evidencetest (an
examination of ather sourcesthat shed light - such as contemporary ancient literature).



A. TheBibliographic Test — comparing copies
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*The graph at right lists the number of surviving manuscripts written on papyrus for the four Gospels. B >300
*The light blue indicates the number from before AD 300, and thus before Constantine. There are 22 of @ <300
these.
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® Information from a seminar with Dr. Robert Newman, Biblical Seminary, April 2006.
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C. TheExternal Evidence Test

1. Early Church Fathers

a. Eusebius (Papius)
Eusebius — Early 4th century. He preserved the writing of Papius, who was taught by John the apostle directly. In these writings,
he records how John told that Mark wrote his Gospel account by following Peter in hisjourneys.

b. Irenaeus

2nd century, who quotes his teacher Polycarp, who was martyred in 156 A.D. Polycarp was al so taught directly by John the
apostle. He wrote this, “ So firm is the ground upon which these Gospels rest that the very heretics themselves bear witness to
them, and starting from these, each one of them endeavors to establish his own particular doctrine.”

. Early Historians

a. Josephus
a Jew who became an officia historian of Rome —bornin A.D. 37 and wrote most of hisworks by 100 A.D. He writes the
history of the Jews, and says in one passage:

“About this time there lived Jesus, awise man, if indeed one ought to call him aman. For he was one who wrought surprising

feats and was ateacher of such people as accept the truth gladly. He won over many Jews and many of the Greeks. He was the
Christ. When Pilate, upon hearing him accused by men of the highest standing among us, had condemned him to be crucified,

those who had in the first place come to love him did not give up their affection for him. On the third day he appeared to them

restored to life, for the prophets of God had prophesied these and countless other marvel ous things about him. And the tribe of
Christians, so called after him, has still to this day not disappeared.”

b. Tacitus
a Roman historian who writesin 115 A.D. tells how Christians became the scapegoat for the fire in Rome actually started by
Nero.

“Nero fastened the guilt and inflicted the most exquisite tortures on a class hated for their abominations, called Christians by the
populace. Christus, from whom the name had its origin, suffered the extreme penalty during the reign of Tiberius at the hands of
one of our procurators, Pontius Pilate, and a most mischievous superstition, thus checked for the moment, again broke out not



only in Judaea, the first source of the evil, but evenin Rome. . . Accordingly, an arrest was first made of all who pleaded guilty:
then, upon their information, an immense multitude was convicted, not so much of the crime of firing the city, as of hated against
mankind.”

c. Pliny
another Roman historian who referred to Christiansin his correspondence with the Emperor Tragjan.

3. Archeology

One prominent archaeol ogist carefully examined Luke' s references to thirty-two countries, fifty-four cities, and nine islands, finding
not a single mistake.

a. Pilate Stone
While excavating the theater in 1961, archaeol ogists discovered this stone, which was being used as a
step in asmall stairway. When they had uncovered it, they found that it was in secondary use.
Originally, it had been the dedication stone for atemple that had stood nearby. The first line of writing
on the stone ends with the name of the temple: Tiberieum, named after the emperor Tiberius. Line two
gives the name of the one who dedicated the temple: Pontius Pilatus—Pontias Pilate. The third line
gives histitle: prefect of Judea. The fourth line is unreadabl e but probably indicated that he dedicated
the temple.

b. Pool of Bethesda *
John 5:1-15 records how Jesus healed alame man by the Pool of Bethesda. John even provides the detail that
there were five porticoes. For along time, people cited this as proof that John was not the author of this
gospel, because this pool had never been found. But then the Pool of Bethesda was found in an excavation of
Jerusalem, forty feet below ground — and yes, there were exactly five porticoes just as John described

(John 20:31 NIV) But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that
by believing you may have life in his name.

* Picture from Pictorial Library of Bible Lands, volume 1.



